
 

Christ Lutheran Church  ~ Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
Setting Twelve from All Creation Sings 
July 17, 2202       10:00 am 
The Rev. Richard Hurst, presiding 

 
Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. We extend 
God's own welcome to all, irrespective of race, ethnicity, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, or other human distinction.  
 

PRELUDE    Dearest Jesus, at Your Word   ELW 520     
J.S. Bach 

 

+ GATHERING + 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism… 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living 
water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

   
  

 
 
“Be still, and 
know that I am 
God.” During the 
Prelude 
worshippers are 
invited to 
prepare quietly 
for worship. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Stand, as able. 
  
The open font is 
a powerful 
symbol of the 
centrality of 
baptism for 
Christians. 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS TODAY: 

 
ELW 520 
ELW 508 
ELW 531 
ELW 474 
ELW 507 
ELW 531  
   
 
 
  



 

 CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Glory to You 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. 
Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may 
treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 + WORD + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

First Reading:  Genesis 18:1-10a 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet 
them, and bowed down to the ground. 

 



  

3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a 
little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the 
tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after 
that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, 
“Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and 
said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 
cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave 
it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk 
and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by 
them under the tree while they ate. 
 9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the 
tent.” 10aThen one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your 
wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 15 
1Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear 
the Lord. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- 
| gainst the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 

 

 



 
 

   

Second Reading:  Colossians 1:15-28 
15[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation;16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all 
things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood 
of his cross. 21And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing 
evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to 
present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—23provided 
that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without 
shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of 
this gospel. 24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my 
flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his 
body, that is, the church. 25I became its servant according to God’s 
commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 26the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and 
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to 
make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28It is he whom we 
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone mature in Christ. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION



  

*GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

38Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain 
village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She 
had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he 
was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him 
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work 
by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is need of only 
one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from 
her.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

*HYMN OF THE DAY   As Rain From the Clouds  ELW 508

*APOSTLES CREED ELW page 105

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, 
and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear 
your word, share your meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome 
strangers as we have been welcomed by you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach humankind to 
honor and protect all creation, including living things that remain hidden from 
our eyes such as air, atmosphere, molecules, and microscopic creatures. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 



Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate those in power to end 
enslavement, dehumanization, or brutality of any kind and to protect and 
improve the lives of Indigenous peoples. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and distracted by 
many things of your constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, 
or spirit especially… Sustain all who are afflicted and those who serve as 
caregivers. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire this worshiping community 
to abide fully in your word as we sit at the feet of Jesus. Bless the ministry of 
teachers and Bible study leaders. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Hear, O God, the prayers on our lips. 
(Worshipers are invited to voice their petitions.) 

Hear, O God, the silent prayers of our hearts.  
(Silence is kept for unspoken prayers.) 

Let us pray. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the dead. We give thanks for the 
saints you have gathered at your table. Gather us with them in your eternal 
glory. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we 
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 
Amen. 

*PEACE    The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



+ MEAL  +

*OFFERTORY HYMN   The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing ELW 531

*OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus.  
Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING



The presiding minister continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God…with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness…into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son…with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 



   

 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit… 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your 
Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven… 
 

COMMUNION 
 

Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all baptized Christians 
who trust in Christ’s presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are 
welcome at the table where he is both host and food. Communicants normally 
receive pita or a gluten-free wafer in open, cupped palms (sometimes laid one 
over the other in the shape of the cross). Wine (light colored) or grape juice 
(red/purple) is offered in an individual glass.  
 

 



   

COMMUNION HYMN    O Bread of Life from Heaven  ELW 474   
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus.  
Amen. 

 
+ SENDING + 

 
*BLESSING 
 

The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. Amen. 

 
*SENDING HYMN       O God of Light  ELW 507 
 
*DISMISSAL   Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

    Thanks be to God. 
   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE     The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing  ELW 531 

Aaron David Miller 
 



   

With Gratitude to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
  
Greeters            Audrey Colson and Robin Hurst  
Assisting Minister     Carol Virshbo 
Communion Assistant Russell Pollard 
Reader        Lana Peta  
Tellers    Phil Roberts and George Hall 
Altar Guild    Phil Roberts and Joyce Simon 
Coffee Host   Robin and Richard Hurst 
     Juliet Seaberg 
Audio Visual Team:   Comlanvi Agbodjinou, Alan Avalos, Rolf Larson, 

 Phil Roberts, Juliet Seaberg  
Cantor  John Whitlock   
 
Please hold in prayer:  
 
We pray for the family of Kathryn Withers and the family of Brett Conaway, 
Jim Aberth, Anna Anderson, Kwai Lin Chan, Steven Chartier, Steven Chin, 
Brigitte Chisholm, James Clunie, Danny Elson, Ron Embree, Barbara Fitzpatrick, 
Susan Giroux, Charles Graham, Ann Hoilo, Joy Honen, Arthur Hurst, Richard 
Hurst, Gayle Jaffe, Adele Kasinskas, Gloria Kleinfelt, Georgie Klinger, Chui Yuk 
Lee, Erica Lee, Suxian Lin, Phillip Liu, Matt M, John Melin, Jon Nelson, Curt 
Peterson, Arvind Raja, Deb Ream, Erica Rich, Shannon Ripp, Alexandru 
Simovici, Louann Smith, Polly Weston, Laurie Wieland, Shirley Wong, and 
Mary Jane Young; we pray for all who contend with addictions, all who 
struggle with mental illness; all who are serving in the armed forces; all who 
are first responders, fire fighters, and police; and all who fight COVID-19 and 
its lingering effects. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Christ Natick commemorates J. S. Bach on July 24 at our 10 am service in our 
hymns, liturgy, choral and instrumental music.  This year we feature the 
opening chorus from Cantata 99, Was Gott Tut Das Ist Wohlgetan (ELW 776) 
for instruments and choir. 
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 The Rev David Hulse, Interim Pastor 
 Tom Berryman, Music Director 
 Gail Weston-Roberts, Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator 

    Kim Petot, Bell Choir Director 
 
 Leaders of the Congregation 

Frank Miller, Financial Secretary 
Celeste Larson, Social Justice  
Phil Roberts, Worship, Music, and the Visual Arts 
Carol Virshbo, Professional Leadership  
Mary Avalos and Robin Hurst, Family Promise 
Cathy Gallagher, Altar Guild  
Lisa Chan, Card Ministry 
Carol Virshbo, Coffee Hour 
John Whitlock, Finance and Property  
TBD, Endowment  
George Hall, Stewardship 
Diane Stevens, Visitation  

Congregation Council 
 Mary Avalos (2024), President 
 Edie Lohr (2025), Treasurer 
 David Ripp (2025), Vice President 
 Ellen Zagajeski (2025), Secretary 
 John Whitlock (2025) 
 Patricia Bianco (2023) 
 Martha Cronin (2023) 
 Hannele Saramo-Raja (2023) 
 Audrey Colson (2023) 

Anna Carlson (2024) 
Sandy Smith (2024) 

 Elinor Holm (2024) 
 




