
 

Christ Lutheran Church  ~ Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Setting IX 
October 2, 2022       10:00 am 
The Rev. David Hulse, presiding 

 
Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. We extend 
God's own welcome to all, irrespective of race, ethnicity, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, or other human distinction.  
 

 
PRELUDE    Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now    J.S. Bach (ELW 527) 

 

+ GATHERING + 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism… 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living 
water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
     

 
 
“Be still, and 
know that I am 
God.” During 
the Prelude 
worshippers are 
invited to 
prepare quietly 
for worship. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Stand, as able. 
  
The open font is 
a powerful 
symbol of the 
centrality of 
baptism for 
Christians. 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS TODAY: 

 
ACS 972 
ELW 879   
ELW 182 
ELW 476 
ELW 535 
 



  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Glory to God  s195 

 
refrain 

 
refrain 

 



 

 
 

 
   

  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love 
our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

+ WORD + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading:  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you 
“Violence!”and you will not save? 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing and 
look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention 
arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked 
surround the righteous—therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 
2:1I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep 
watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my 
complaint. 2Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it 
plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 
3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does 
not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 
4Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by 
their faith. 

   
 Word of God, word of life.  
 Thanks be to God. 



 

 Psalm 37:1-9 

 1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
 2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, and like the green grass | fade away. 
 3Put your trust in the Lord| and do good; dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
 4Take delight | in the Lord, who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R 
 5Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord, and see what | God will 

do. 
  6The Lord will make your vindication as clear | as the light and the justice of your 

case like the | noonday sun. 
 7Be still before the Lord and wait | patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who 

prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 
 8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to 

evil. 
 9For evildoers shall | be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord shall pos- | sess the 

land. R   

 

 

 
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of 
life that is in Christ Jesus, 
2To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling 
your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to 
rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for 
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love 
and of self-discipline.  

 



   

8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of 
God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works 
but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ 
Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I 
am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure 
that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to 
the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will 
bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Listen Now for the Gospel  ACS 972 

*GOSPEL:   Luke 17:5-10 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing 
or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 
table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your 
apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you 
thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have 
done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have 
done only what we ought to have done!’ ”  
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 



   

SERMON  
 The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY   For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879 
 
*APOSTLES CREED ELW page 105 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following the example 
of Christ. Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 
 
For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster: relieve those affected by floods, 
wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 
For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in 
all things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect 
those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick especially... God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire 
councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your 
love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Hear, O God, the prayers on our lips.  
(Worshipers are invited to voice their petitions.) 
Hear, O God, the silent prayers of our hearts.  
(Silence is kept for unspoken prayers.) 
 
In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died. Bring us 
all to eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these 
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
 



 

   

  *PEACE    The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

MEAL  + 
 

*OFFERTORY MUSIC   We Walk By Faith      Karen Marrolli 
 
*OFFERTORY HYMN    Let the Vineyards be Fruitful     ELW 182 
 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 
 



 

  The presiding minister continues with the preface; the congregation responds:  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God…with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness…into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son…with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  

We pray for the gift of your Spirit… 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your 
Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 

 



   

The Great Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 
 



  

COMMUNION 
 

Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all baptized 
Christians who trust in Christ’s presence in the sacrament of Holy 
Communion are welcome at the table where he is both host and food. 
Communicants normally receive pita or a gluten-free wafer in open, cupped 
palms (sometimes laid one over the other in the shape of the cross). Wine 
(light colored) or grape juice (red/purple) is offered in an individual glass.  

 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMN    Thee We Adore   ELW 476 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



   

 + SENDING + 
*BLESSING 
 

God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN       Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises  ELW 535 
 

*DISMISSAL   Go in peace. Share the good news. 
    Thanks be to God.   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE     All Things Bright and Beautiful    Keith Kolander 
 
 

Announcements: 
Harvest Harmonies – Food, Fellowship, Festive Sing-Along, TODAY, 2 – 4 PM, under the 
pines at Christ the King, 600 Central St, Holliston.  All are welcome! Christ the King and 
its outdoor chapel are fully accessible to all, including those with mobility issues.  
Not signed up?  Come anyway! 
 
The following people have been appointed by Council to serve on the Committee to 
call a new pastor: Co-chairs Cathy Gallagher and Phil Roberts, Lisa Chan, Celeste 
Larson, Marianne Swenson, Eric Kirleis and Peter Miller. The congregation is invited to 
submit questions that they would like the Committee to consider when interviewing 
candidates. Questions should be sent to catherine.gallagher21@gmail.com by 5:00 pm 
on Sunday, October 9. 
 

Please hold in prayer:  
We pray for Jim Aberth, Anna Anderson, Kwai Lin Chan, Steven Chin, Brigitte Chisholm, 
James Clunie, Danny Elson, Ron Embree, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Susan Giroux, Charles 
Graham, Ann Hoilo, Joy Honen, Arthur Hurst, Richard Hurst, Gayle Jaffe, Adele 
Kasinskas, Gloria Kleinfelt, Georgie Klinger, Chui Yuk Lee, Erica Lee, Suxian Lin, Phillip 
Liu, Matt M, Priscilla Pusack, Arvind Raja, Erica Rich, Shannon Ripp, Alexandru Simovici, 
Louann Smith, Polly Weston, Laurie Wieland, Shirley Wong, and Mary Jane Young; we 
pray for all who contend with addictions, all who struggle with mental illness; all who 
are serving in the armed forces; all who are first responders, fire fighters, and police; 
and all who fight COVID-19 and its lingering effects. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

With Gratitude to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
  
Greeters            Robin Hurst and Patricia Bianco 
Assisting Minister     Russell Pollard 
Reader        Lisa Eck 
Tellers    Audrey Colson and George Hall 
Altar Guild    Edie Lohr and Cathy Gallagher 
Coffee Hosts   Juliet Seaberg and Robin and Richard Hurst 
Audio Visual Team  Comlanvi Agbodjinou, Alan Avalos, Rolf Larson,  
     Phil Roberts, Juliet Seaberg  
Cantor    Scott Carlson 
Today’s Musicians:  CLC Choir, World Band 

Congregation Council 
 Mary Avalos (2024), President 
 Edie Lohr (2025), Treasurer 
 David Ripp (2025), Vice President 
 Ellen Zagajeski (2025), Secretary 
 John Whitlock (2025) 
 Patricia Bianco (2023) 
 Martha Cronin (2023) 
 Hannele Saramo-Raja (2023) 
 Audrey Colson (2023) 

Anna Carlson (2024) 
Sandy Smith (2024) 

 Elinor Holm (2024) 
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Christ Lutheran Church 
113 Union Street 

Natick, Mass 01760 

The Rev David Hulse, Interim Pastor 
Tom Berryman, Music Director 
Gail Weston-Roberts, Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator 
Kim Petot, Bell Choir Director 

 
 Leaders of the Congregation 

Frank Miller, Financial Secretary 
Celeste Larson, Social Justice  
Phil Roberts, Worship, Music, and the Visual Arts 
Carol Virshbo, Professional Leadership  
Mary Avalos and Robin Hurst, Family Promise 
Cathy Gallagher, Altar Guild  
Lisa Chan, Card Ministry 
Carol Virshbo, Coffee Hour 
John Whitlock, Finance and Property  
TBD, Endowment  
George Hall, Stewardship 
Diane Stevens, Visitation 
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