
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost - Setting IX 

October 23, 2022 / 10:00 am 
The Rev. David Hulse, presiding 

 
Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. We extend God’s own welcome to all, 

irrespective of race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, or other human distinction. 
 

PRELUDE    Siciliano from Pastorale   J.S. Bach 
 

A GATHERING A 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
A one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism… 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living 
water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
  

 
 
 
“Be still, and 
know that I am 
God.” During 
the Prelude 
worshippers are 
invited to 
prepare quietly 
for worship. 
  
*Stand, as able. 
  

The open font 

is a powerful 

symbol of the 

centrality of 

baptism for 

Christians. 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMNS 

TODAY 
 

ACS 972 
ELW 588 
ACS 1063 
ELW 517 
ELW 182 
ELW 468 
ELW 657 



2 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Glory to God   s195 

 
 

refrain 

 
refrain 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

oly God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with 
everlasting forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all 
the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

A WORD A 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
 

lthough our iniquities testify against us, act, O LORD, for your name’s 
sake; our apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. O 
hope of Israel, its savior in time of trouble, why should you be like a 

stranger in the land,like a traveler turning aside for the night? Why should you be 
like someone confused, like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? Yet you, O 
LORD, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name; do not forsake us!  
 

H 

A 
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Thus says the LORD concerning this people: Truly they have loved to wander, 
they have not restrained their feet; therefore the LORD does not accept them, now 
he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins.  
 

Have you completely rejected Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion? Why have you 
struck us down so that there is no healing for us? We look for peace, but find no 
good; for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. We acknowledge our 
wickedness, O LORD, the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against 
you. Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your glorious 
throne; remember and do not break your covenant with us. Can any idols of the 
nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O LORD our 
God? We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 84 
 

How lovely is your dwelling, O God, my hope and strength.  
My spirit longs for shelter, my flesh cries out for home,  
where even swallows nesting beside your altar resting  
are ever praising you.  
 

How blest are those whose travels are strengthen’d by your hand,  
who pass through darken’d valleys and find refreshing springs.  
Your rains fall soft as kindness on all your faithful pilgrims  
until they come to you.  
 

Look on me, God of goodness, you are my sun and shield.  
One day within your household is what I most desire.  
O guide me in your mercy along my lonely pathway,  
O bring me safely home.  
 

Music: Heinrich Schütz,1661 / ed. Alice Parker, 2017  
Text: Jean Janzen, English version, 1991 
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SECOND READING:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 

 am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to 
me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
 

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not 
be counted against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might 
hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Listen Now for the Gospel ACS 972 
 

*GOSPEL:  Luke 18:9-14 
The holy gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

esus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 
week; I give a tenth of all my income.’  
 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 
beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this 
man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 

I 

J 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW 588 
 

*APOSTLES CREED  ELW p. 105 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s 
creation. 

A brief silence 

God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire 
your church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to 
us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. 
Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. 
Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families 
and nations torn apart by violence and warfare. Unite all people toward common 
goals of reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 
 

God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your 
people filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are 
sick in body, mind, or spirit. We pray especially for Jim Aberth, Anna Anderson, 
Kwai Lin Chan, Steven Chin, Brigitte Chisholm, James Clunie, Danny Elson, 
Ron Embree, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Susan Giroux, Charles Graham, Ann Hoilo, 
Joy Honen, Arthur Hurst, Richard Hurst, Gayle Jaffe, Adele Kasinskas, Gloria 
Kleinfelt, Georgie Klinger, Chui Yuk Lee, Erica Lee, Suxian Lin, Phillip Liu, Matt 
M, Judy McLaughlin, the friends and family of Priscilla Pusack, Arvind Raja, 
Erica Rich, Shannon Ripp, Alexandru Simovici, Louann Smith, Polly Weston, 
Laurie Wieland, Shirley Wong, and Mary Jane Young; we pray for all who 
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contend with addictions, all who struggle with mental illness; all who are serving 
in the armed forces; all who are first responders, firefighters, and police; and all 
who fight COVID-19 and its lingering effects. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make this 
congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you 
in love and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Hear, O God, the prayers on our lips 

Worshipers are invited to voice their petitions 

Hear, O God, the silent prayers of our hearts. 

Silence is kept for unspoken prayers 

God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for (James of 
Jerusalem and) all who have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the 
faith, and now live with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

STEWARDSHIP TALK  Rev. John Stendhal 
 

*STEWARDSHIP HYMN God of the Fertile Fields, v. 1, 2 ACS 1063 
 

A MEAL A 
 

*OFFERTORY MUSIC Lord Keep Us Steadfast M. Praetorius (ELW 517) 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW 182 
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*OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
The presiding minister continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God…with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness…into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son…with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed…we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

We pray for the gift of your Spirit… 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your 
Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION 
Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all baptized Christians who trust in Christ’s 
presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at the table where he is both host and food. 
Communicants normally receive pita or a gluten-free wafer in open, cupped palms (sometimes laid one 
over the other in the shape of the cross). Wine (light colored) or grape juice (red/purple) is offered in an 
individual glass.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN Around You, O Lord Jesus ELW 468 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give 
us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

A SENDING A 
 

*BLESSING 
 

God, who gives life to all things  
and frees us from despair,  
bless you with truth and peace.  
And may the holy Trinity, A one God,  
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN Rise, O Sun of Righteousness ELW 657 
 

*DISMISSAL   Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Praise to the Lord David Cherwien 
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Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Greeters Carol Virshbo and Sandy Smith 
Assisting Minister Phil Roberts 
Reader Gyongi Molnar 
Tellers Audrey Colson and John Whitlock 
Altar Guild Dorothy Nail and Hannele Saramo-Raja 
Coffee Hosts Catherine Gallagher and Sandy Smith 
Audio Visual Team Comlanvi Agbodjinou, Alan Avalos, Elinor Holm. Rolf Larson,  

Peter Miller, Phil Roberts, Ryan Schnepper, Juliet Seaberg 
Cantor Kim Petot 
Musicians CLC Choir 

 
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Rev David Hulse, Interim Pastor 
Tom Berryman, Music Director 

Gail Weston-Roberts, Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator 
Kim Petot, Bell Choir Director 

 

Leaders of the Congregation Congregation Council 
Frank Miller, Financial Secretary 
Celeste Larson, Social Justice  
Phil Roberts, Worship, Music, and the Visual Arts 
Carol Virshbo, Professional Leadership  
Mary Avalos and Robin Hurst, Family Promise 
Cathy Gallagher, Altar Guild 
Lisa Chan, Card Ministry 
Carol Virshbo, Coffee Hour 
John Whitlock, Finance and Property  
Kathleen Kirleis, Endowment  
George Hall, Stewardship 
Diane Stevens, Visitation 

Mary Avalos (2024), President 
Edie Lohr (2025), Treasurer 
David Ripp (2025), Vice President 
Ellen Zagajeski (2025), Secretary 
John Whitlock (2025) 
Patricia Bianco (2023) 
Martha Cronin (2023) 
Hannele Saramo-Raja (2023) 
Audrey Colson (2023) 
Anna Carlson (2024) 
Sandy Smith (2024) 
Elinor Holm (2024) 
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Christ Lutheran Church 
113 Union Street 
Natick, MA 01760-6073 
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