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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Second Sunday of Advent — Setting V 

December 4, 2022 / 10:00 am 
The Rev. Don Larsen, presiding 

 
Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. We extend  

God’s own welcome to all, irrespective of race, ethnicity, gender identity,  
sexual orientation, or other human distinction. 

 
PRELUDE    Stille, Stille, Stille  arr. Anne Krentz Organ 

A GATHERING A 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  
 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
“Be still, and 
know that I am 
God.” During 
the Prelude 
worshippers are 
invited to 
prepare quietly 
for worship. 
  
*Stand, as able. 
  
The open font 
is a powerful 

symbol of the 
centrality of 

baptism for 
Christians. 
 

 
 
 

 

HYMNS 
TODAY 

 

ELW 246 
ELW 257 
ELW 256 
ELW 253 
ELW 247 
ELW 439 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding ELW 246 
 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
*KYRIE    ELW 157 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
tir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

A WORD A 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover 
the sea. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

S 

A 
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*PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19  
 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  

SECOND READING:  Romans 15:4-13 
hatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell 
you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God 
in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  
 

As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to 
your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again 

W 
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“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah 
says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 
Gentiles shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION AND WREATH LIGHTING  
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257, vv. 3,4 
 

*GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

n those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 

 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

I 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
*HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW 256 
 

*NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns 
for new hope. 

A brief silence 

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and 
theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your 
people. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no 
more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to 
balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will 
govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public 
officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 
exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. 
Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing 
violence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 
ministries of hospitality and care in this and every. We pray for people who are 
homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones. Fill those who hunger. 
Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who 
are sick or needing your care. Holy One, we pray for those in need. Show mercy to 
refugees and all fleeing from danger. Shelter any without homes. Calm all who are 
facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis. We pray for Jim Aberth, Anna Anderson, 
Kwai Lin Chan, Steven Chin, Brigitte Chisholm, James Clunie, Danny Elson, Ron 
Embree, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Susan Giroux, Charles Graham, the family of Walter 
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“Buzz” Herlihy, Ann Hoilo, Joy Honen, Arthur Hurst, Richard Hurst, Gayle Jaffe, 
Susan Kane, Adele Kasinskas, Gloria Kleinfelt, Georgie Klinger, Chui Yuk Lee, Erica 
Lee, Suxian Lin, Phillip Liu, Matt M, Judy McLaughlin, Judy Precious, Arvind Raja, 
Erica Rich, Shannon Ripp, Alexandru Simovici, Louann Smith, Polly Weston, Laurie 
Wieland, Shirley Wong, and Mary Jane Young; we pray for all who contend with 
addictions, all who struggle with mental illness; all who are serving in the armed 
forces; all who are first responders, fire fighters, and police; and all who fight COVID-
19 and its lingering effects. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Hear, O God, the prayers on our lips. 

Worshipers are invited to voice their petitions 

Hear, O God, the silent prayers of our hearts. 

Silence is kept for unspoken prayers 

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their 
faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your 
eternal presence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 
and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

*PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

A MEAL A 

OFFERTORY MUSIC Come Now, Savior of the Nations Michael Burkhardt 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN He Came Down ELW 253, v.2 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and 
justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

The presiding minister continues with the preface; the congregation responds:  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the 
birth of creation…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word… We look with hope for his 
coming. Come, Lord Jesus.  
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit…Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy 
Spirit.  
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 
of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION 
Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all baptized Christians who trust in Christ’s 
presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at the table where he is both host and food. 
Communicants normally receive pita or a gluten-free wafer in open, cupped palms (sometimes laid one 
over the other in the shape of the cross). Wine (light colored) or grape juice (red/purple) is offered in an 
individual glass.  

 
*COMMUNION HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 
body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

A SENDING A 

*BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
A bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
*SENDING HYMN Soon and Very Soon ELW 439 v. 1,2 
 

*DISMISSAL   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE    ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime arr. Anne Krentz Organ  
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Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Greeters Deb Bianco and Edie Lohr 
Assisting Minister Phil Roberts 
Reader Alan Avalos 
Tellers Juliet Seaberg and Ross Petot 
Altar Guild Catherine Gallagher and Robin Hurst 
Coffee Hosts Edie Lohr and Eric and Kathleen Kirleis 
Audio Visual Team Comlanvi Agbodjinou, Alan Avalos, Elinor Holm. Rolf Larson,  

Peter Miller, Phil Roberts, Ryan Schnepper, Juliet Seaberg 
Cantor Kim Petot 
Musician CLC Bells, CLC Choir 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Rev David Hulse, Interim Pastor 

Tom Berryman, Music Director 
Gail Weston-Roberts, Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator 

Kim Petot, Bell Choir Director 
 

Leaders of the Congregation Congregation Council 
Frank Miller, Financial Secretary 
Celeste Larson, Social Justice  
Phil Roberts, Worship, Music, and the Visual Arts 
Carol Virshbo, Professional Leadership  
Mary Avalos and Robin Hurst, Family Promise 
Cathy Gallagher, Altar Guild 
Lisa Chan, Card Ministry 
Carol Virshbo, Coffee Hour 
John Whitlock, Finance and Property  
Kathleen Kirleis, Endowment  
George Hall, Stewardship 
Diane Stevens, Visitation 

Mary Avalos (2024), President 
Edie Lohr (2025), Treasurer 
David Ripp (2025), Vice President 
Ellen Zagajeski (2025), Secretary 
John Whitlock (2025) 
Patricia Bianco (2023) 
Martha Cronin (2023) 
Hannele Saramo-Raja (2023) 
Audrey Colson (2023) 
Anna Carlson (2024) 
Sandy Smith (2024) 
Elinor Holm (2024) 
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