
1 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany — Setting III 

January 29, 2023 / 10:00 am 
The Rev. David Hulse, presiding 

 
Christ Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation. We extend  

God’s own welcome to all, irrespective of race, ethnicity, gender identity,  
sexual orientation, or other human distinction. 

 

PRELUDE                             How Brightly Shines the Morning Star (ELW 308) 
Dietrich Buxtehude 

H GATHERING H 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, H one God, who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of H Christ our Savior. 

 
 
 
“Be still, and 
know that I am 
God.” During 
the Prelude 
worshippers are 
invited to 
prepare quietly 
for worship. 
  
*Stand, as able. 
  

The open font 

is a powerful 

symbol of the 

centrality of 

baptism for 

Christians. 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMNS 

TODAY 
 

ELW 669 
ACS 982 
ELW 477 
ACS 988 
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*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Glory to God 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
oly God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world 

may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

H WORD H 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

FIRST READING:  Micah 6:1-8 
ear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy 

with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
 

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what 
King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what 
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 
come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  
 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
FOR THE PSALM:  For Everyone Born  Tom Trenney 
 

For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead, 

and God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

H 

H 
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For young and for old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, for young and for old, the right to belong… 

 

For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be, 
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free… 

-Shirley Erena Murray 
 
SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

he message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are 
not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of 
God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

T 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
*GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

hen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 

 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON 

The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

W 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Rise Up, O Saints of God ELW 669 
 

*NICENE CREED  ELW page 104 
We believe in one God,… 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in 
the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills 
echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our 
ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 
 

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek 
justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-
seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, 
low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. 
Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need. We pray for the family and friends 
of Laurie Wieland, the family and friends of Alberto Bhoge, Jim Aberth, Blanca Allen, 
Anna Anderson, Norman Bolles, Kwai Lin Chan, Steven Chin, Brigitte Chisholm, 
James Clunie, Danny Elson, Ron Embree, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Susan Giroux, Charles 
Graham, Ann Hoilo, Joy Honen, Richard Hurst, Gayle Jaffe, Susan Kane, Adele 
Kasinskas, Gloria Kleinfelt, Georgie Klinger, Chui Yuk Lee, Erica Lee, Suxian Lin, 
Phillip Liu, Matt M, Mary Pollard, Judy Precious, Arvind Raja, Erica Rich, Shannon 
Ripp, Alexandru Simovici, Louann Smith, Polly Weston, Shirley Wong, and Mary Jane 
Young; we pray for all who contend with addictions, all who struggle with mental 
illness; all who are serving in the armed forces; all who are first responders, fire 
fighters, and police; and all who fight COVID-19 and its lingering effects. Protect and 
nurture all children. Sustain those who parent, teach, and care for the young. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
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As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us 
how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our 
weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Hear, O God, the prayers on our lips. 

Worshipers are invited to voice their petitions 

Hear, O God, the silent prayers of our hearts. 

Silence is kept for unspoken prayers 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you accompanied 
them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your people 
always. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 
 

*PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

H MEAL H 

OFFERTORY MUSIC These Are Children at the Door David Cherwien 
 

There are children at the door, thousands, millions, many more, 
and my Jesus makes me think, “Take them eat and take them drink.” 

 

Jesus, Jesus I will go, when the heart is high and low. 
 

There are beggars at the gate, waiting long and waiting late, 
and my Jesus makes me say, “Take them coat upon their way.” 

 

There are lonely at the tree, resting there to talk to me, 
and my Jesus makes me stay, with him till the end of day 

 

There are weary at my side, washed ashore in angry tide, 
and my Jesus makes me go where the storm and waters blow. 

-Herbert Brokering 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN Many Will Come ACS 982, v.1 
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*OFFERING PRAYER  
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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The presiding minister continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the 
birth of creation…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word… We look with hope for his 
coming. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit…Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy 
Spirit.  
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 
of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION 
Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all baptized Christians who trust in 
Christ’s presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at the table where he is 
both host and food. Communicants normally receive pita or a gluten-free wafer in open, cupped 
palms (sometimes laid one over the other in the shape of the cross). Wine (light colored) or grape 
juice (red/purple) is offered in an individual glass.  

 
COMMUNION HYMN I Received the Living God ELW 477 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

H SENDING H 

*BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
H bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. Amen. 
 

 
*SENDING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth ELW 988 
 

*DISMISSAL   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE    How Brightly Shines the Morning Star (ELW 308) 

Paul Manz 
 
 
  



12 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Greeters Robin Hurst and Mary Avalos 
Assisting Minister Cathy Gallagher 
Reader George Hall 
Tellers Ross Petot and Hilding Hedberg 
Altar Guild Mary Avalos and Sophia Chan 
Coffee Hosts Celeste and Rolf Larson 
Audio Visual Team Comlanvi Agbodjinou, Alan Avalos, Elinor Holm. Rolf Larson,  

Peter Miller, Phil Roberts, Ryan Schnepper, Juliet Seaberg 
Cantor Hilding Hedberg 
Musicians CLC Choir; Tim Borchers, tenor 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Rev David Hulse, Interim Pastor 

Tom Berryman, Music Director 
Gail Weston-Roberts, Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator 

Kim Petot, Bell Choir Director 
 

Leaders of the Congregation Congregation Council 
Frank Miller, Financial Secretary 
Celeste Larson, Social Justice  
Phil Roberts, Worship, Music, and the Visual Arts 
Carol Virshbo, Professional Leadership  
Mary Avalos and Robin Hurst, Family Promise 
Cathy Gallagher, Altar Guild 
Lisa Chan, Card Ministry 
Carol Virshbo, Coffee Hour 
John Whitlock, Finance and Property  
Kathleen Kirleis, Endowment  
George Hall, Stewardship 
Diane Stevens, Visitation 

Mary Avalos (2024), President 
Edie Lohr (2025), Treasurer 
David Ripp (2025), Vice President 
Ellen Zagajeski (2025), Secretary 
John Whitlock (2025) 
Patricia Bianco (2023) 
Martha Cronin (2023) 
Hannele Saramo-Raja (2023) 
Audrey Colson (2023) 
Anna Carlson (2024) 
Sandy Smith (2024) 
Elinor Holm (2024) 
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