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Church Notes

"Degreening” the Church

The 12 Days of Christmas are over. This Sunday,
January 8, after church, it will be time to take down
CLC’s Christmas decorations and tuck them away
in the attic for another year.

Altar Guild members and others are asked to help.

It's coming...

and will be here before you know it. Are you ready?




Health Update

Norm Bolles is resting and recovering at home. He’s doing very well and we hope to
see him and Kay back at church soon!

Readings for Sunday, January 8, 2023

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm: 72:1-7, 10-14 '

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

Pastor David Hulse, Presiding

Music Notes

The organ postlude on Sunday, January 8, Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kamm from
J.S. Bach’s monumental Clavieriibung Il (sometimes referred to as the German Organ
Mass) celebrates Jesus’ baptism by John in the Jordan River at the beginning his
ministry. This major work for organ solo places the long notes of the chorale tune in the
pedal while the left hand creates a constantly moving bass line suggesting the flow of
the stream and the right hand completes the harmony.

Christ our Lord came to the Jordan according to his Father's will,
He received baptism from Saint John, to fulfill his work and destiny;
thus he wishes to draw us a bath, to cleanse us from sin,
to drown bitter death as well through his own blood and wounds;
it permitted a new life.

translation © Pamela Dellal, courtesy Emmanuel Music Inc.

Hymns for Sunday, January 1, 2023

Canticle of Praise: Bright and Glorious Is the Sky - ELW 301
Hymn of the Day: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright - ELW 308
Communion Hymn: The First Noel - ELW 300

Sending Hymn: Brightest and Best of the Stars - ELW 303

Evening Prayer Service

On Sunday, February

5, the Worship, Music and Visual
Arts Committee and the Social
Justice Committee will sponsor
an evening prayer service.




Our focus will be: Striving for '
Peace and Justice in a gulture of EYeTIS
Gun Violence. Our speaker for prayer
this service will be Angela sunday
Fuentes, a community organizer feb 52023 5pm

from The Massachusetts Coalition
to Prevent Gun Violence.

striving for peace
The service will feature joint and justicein a
choirs from Christ Lutheran and culture of
St. John's Lutheran Church, gun violence
Sudbury. Dinner and discussion
will follow the service. Join us and
invite a friend!

The long journey toward justice and peace

Adopted in 1994, the ELCA social message“Community Violence” urges us to become
more involved in countering the reality and fear of violence in our communities and our
neighbors’ communities, pursuing justice and seeking peace no matter how long the
journey or complex the challenge.

The message states: “Before God, we all are in captivity to sin, and in need of God’s
mercy. Some have committed acts of violence. Others have been sinned against
through acts of violence. Still others are overwhelmed by fears of violence. In
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ’s forgiveness, healing, and new life, the church
addresses the ultimate root of violence. Through his death, Christ broke down the
dividing walls of hostility, fear, and violence between people, reconciling us to God and
one another (Ephesians 2:13-17). God’s reign of peace has come in Jesus Christ, and will
be complete in a ‘new heaven and new earth’ where death and pain ‘will be no more’
(Revelation 21:1,4).”

(excerpt from A 60 Day Journey Toward Justice in a Culture of Gun Violence)

Congratulations Comlanvi!

Last June, after having attending GED classes since
September of 2021, Comlanvi Agbodjinou received
membership in the National Adult Education Honor
Society. Nationally, fewer than five percent of all
students receive NAEHS recognition.

Last month, Comlanvi's accomplishment was
recognized at an honor awards ceremony held at
the Fuller Middle School in Framingham.

And, Comlanvi also received recognition for perfect
attendance. Each of these acknowledgements is
special; receiving both of them is a very unusual
and speaks to Comlanvi's dedication and hard work.

Congratulations again, Comlanvi!

Keeping the Promise

The Family Promise Metrowest event
“Keeping the Promise” was a great
success. The goal was to raise $185K



https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Community-Violence

and the final result was $204K!

This wonderful organization does so Fa M Iy
much more than provide temporary P rom ise
housing. Its mission is “To transform
the lives of families with children who
are facing homelessness by mobilizing a diverse community to provide shelter,
education and comprehensive support.”

Metrowest

Offering Envelopes

My Offerin 2023 envelopes have not yet arrived because of a
Where your Y & printing delay. They will be placed in the narthex as
‘:L":"W‘;l’ - soon as they are here, hopefully no later than
pu /M February. Until then, checks with your name clearly
;’;’?Z o indicated may be placed in the offering plate or you

may use the envelopes in the pews.

Another option is to enroll in Simply Giving, to have your weekly or monthly donation
automatically sent from your bank account. To enroll, contact Edie Lohr.

Why are photographs being taken during the service?

Over the next few weeks you'll see Rolf taking '
pictures during services. We are in the process of

updating the website with fresh pictures and need

your lovely faces to represent us on the internet.

If you do not want Rolf taking a picture of you,
please notify him before or after the service.

Cottage Meetings - Report to Congregation

Earlier this fall, CLC members and friends met is a series of Cottage Meetings to prayerfully
consider the future of our congregation. For a comprehensive summary of these discussions,
please read the report.

Upcoming
Book Group

Book Group will discuss The Lincoln Highway by
Amor Towle on Monday, January 9 at 7:30 pm on
Zoom.

Amor Towles discusses his writing process, choice
of first-person versus third-person narrators, and
includes a recipe for Fettucine Mio Amore in this
interview.



mailto:Emlohrs@aol.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/9ed0a1f9401/e9bf6a29-6206-4e68-bcab-9eb2610aed0c.pdf
https://www.amortowles.com/the-lincoln-highway-q-and-a/

Bestsellin I A Gentleman in Moscow

Camp Calumet Weekend

CLC’s Camp Calumet get away weekend will be
January 20-22, 2023. Join in the fun and invite friends!
Pastor David Hulse and his family will be joining us
for their first experience of Calumet.

You can download the and
and printed forms are available in
the narthex.

The registration form and deposit should be sent directly
to Calumet.

Those who need financial assistance to attend may contact Carol Virshbo by phone or
email at

If you wish to register without using a stamp, scan the registration form and email it
to , then follow up with a phone call to provide your debit or credit
card info.

Office Hours - Week of January 8

Monday: 8-1
Tuesday: 10-3
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 8-1
Friday: 8-1

Find Us on Social Media

Please be sure to like the
page on Facebook to get all of our updates.

You can also follow us, ,on



https://files.constantcontact.com/9ed0a1f9401/b3d9bf96-757c-41d5-8633-227e43cd3b82.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/9ed0a1f9401/fac7d92b-728f-4c5f-8d4c-717d9ee23f67.pdf
mailto:cvirshbo@comcast.net
mailto:julie@calumet.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranNatick
https://www.instagram.com/christnatick/
https://www.instagram.com/christnatick/

V ‘ Please invite your family friends to join us on social
media.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Opportunities for You

New England Synod Green Team

Lutherans
Restoring Creation

Cultivating Hope & Healing for All

EcoSpirituality Gathering

Second Sunday of the month at 7 pm, beginning January 8, 2023

“We do not know how to pray as we ought.” (Romans 8:26}
“I don’t know exactly what a prayer is; ...l do know how to pay attention,...”
Mary Oliver, “Summer Day”

Prayer by attention in nature widens our lives and experience of God. Use of the senses, the im-
agination, and physical encounters with nature teach interconnectedness and reverence. These
qualities are grounding for environmentaf care.

Let us observe nature on our own timing and ask the question,” Where do | see signs of God’s

provision or presence?

During this one-hour manthly zoam call for clergy and lay people, we will offer suggestions and
shared explorations based on Beth Norcross’s book Start Singing: How to Form Your Own Spirit-
uality in Nature Group {Sing].

Each session will include reflections on the season and short biblical or spiritual readings.

Resources:

Beth Norcross, Center for Spirituality in Nature
Sponsored by the Green Team

Email Martha Whyte for zoom information

Looking Ahead

Monday, January 9 at 7:30 pm: Book Group
January 20 - 22, 2023: CLC at Camp Calumet

February 5 at 5 pm: Evening Prayer



https://www.centerforspiritualityinnature.org/
https://nelutherans.org/whoweare/people/greenteam
mailto:mwhyte@nesynod.org
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