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We extend God's own welcome regardless of race, ethnicity,

ability, economic status, or other human distinction. As @ HYMNS
Reconciling in Christ congregation, we offer a particular ELW 808
welcome to all gender identities, gender expressions, sexual ELW 577

orientations, and we commit to racial equity.

+ GATHERING

PRELUDE Shall We Gather af the River John Carter
*WELCOME

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered

Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from

slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and

anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.



We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ,
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN As Rivers Flow from a Distant Spring ACS 1046
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*GREETING

The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus
Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Mary’s Song
Refrain
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Come, wor-ship God, come, wor -ship God, with all our praise, with all our praise.
Cantor:

1. Our spirits join with Mary, singing her song of praise to God,
whose name is holy, with arms fully raised.

2. Stories of God’s great mercy each generation shares. New
hope for lowly people: we know that our god cares.

3. In Jesus there is promise, helping us on our way. The Spirit always
guides us; we frust what she will say.

The Prayer of the Day uses images from the day'’s lessons
fo point us toward the scripture readings

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
God, the protector of all who frust in you, without you
nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your
mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through
Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Savior. Amen.



In the “Word"” section of worship, we hear stories from the full history of our
faith, from ancient Israel, to the time of Jesus

-+ WORD

READING FROM THE FIRST TESTAMENT: [saiah 55:1-3, 6-11

ear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you
H who have no money, come, buy and eat!l Come, buy wine

and milk without money and without price. Why do you
spend your money for that which is not bread and your earnings
for that which does not satisfye Listen carefully to me, and eat
what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear,
and come to me; listen, so that you may live. | will make with you
an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is
near; let the wicked forsake their way and the unrighteous their
thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my
ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
sO are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
which | purpose and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



o d

P

rm
-y

— L ~—
O God, ea-ger-ly Iseek you; my soul thirsts for you.

O God, you are my God; eager- 1 ly | seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and
weary land where there 1 is no water.
Therefore | have gazed upon you in your | holy place,
that | might behold your power | and your glory.
For your steadfast love is better than i life itself;
my lips shall 1 give you praise.
So will | bless you as long ' as | live
and lift up my hands ' in your name. R
My spirit is content, as with the rich- 1 est of foods,
and my mouth praises you with 1 joyful lips,
when | remember you up-  on my bed,
and meditate on you in | the night watches.
For you have 1 been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings | 1 will rejoice.
My whole being ' clings to you;
your right hand ' holds me fast. R



READING FROM THE EPISTLES: Philippians 1:3-11
thank my God for every remembrance of you, always in every
one of my prayers for all of you, praying with joy for your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.

| am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in
you will contfinue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. It is
right for me to think this way about all of you, because | hold you
in my heart, for all of you are my partners in God’s grace, both in
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. For God is my withess, how | long for all of you with the
tender affection of Christ Jesus.

And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what
really matters, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteocusness that
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia
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The Gospel is read in the midst of the assembly, which is the Body of Christ
The Word is proclaimed, and Christ is present in our midst

*GOSPEL: John 4:5-30, 39-40

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

S o Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot

of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s
well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting
by the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy
food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, @
Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria¢” (Jews do not share
things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me
a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?
Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well
and with his sons and his flocks drank from ite”

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, but those who drink of the water that | will give them will
never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them @
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him,
“Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to
keep coming here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The
woman answered him, “l have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had
five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband.
What you have said is true!”



The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming
and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” The woman said to him, “l know that Messiah is coming”
(who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things
to us.” Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who is speaking to
you."

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you wante”
or, *“Why are you speaking with her¢” Then the woman left her
water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people,
YCome and see a man who told me everything | have ever donel
He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were
on their way to him.

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman'’s testimony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” So
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with
them, and he stayed there two days.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION REPRISE

i‘? ﬁﬂ —t — o "‘ | fsl A-I I
G s —_—s= |
Q) hd ~ — - [~
\—/
Al-le - lu - 1 Al-le - lu - 1a Al-le - lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia!
f) & | S |
i — — | —
o . — L P——
Breathe, oh breathe, breathe up - on us that we may live.
f) & | — — —
i — g |
GEEES S e * o
Q) [ J ~ — @
-
Al-le - lu - ial Al-le - lu - 1ia Al-le - lu-ia, al -1le - lu - ial
SERMON

The assembly is seated.

The Hymn of the Day serves as a congregational response to the sermon

*HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song ELW 808

*CONFESSION OF FAITH
In response to the Gospel, let us confess our faith using the words
of the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

In the Prayers, we ask God for all that we need, and we encounter
“mercy as wide as the cross”

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as
they proclaim the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave
testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response to
Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and
plague, use your mighty power to nurture the land and all that
lives upon it. Restore peoples and places experiencing natural
disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis.
See us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in
government, courts, law enforcement agencies, and the military.
Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up
the common good. Sense us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in
populations that are marginalized or underserved, accompany
those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed by
violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain
of any kind. We pray especially for Lisa Eck and the Eck-Ripp
family, Adam Tocci, Amy and Tim Killmer, Arvind Rqjq,

Barbara Fitzpatrick, Betsy Hogberg, Brad Gentry, Camille Conway,
Chui Yuk Lee, Curt Blodgett, the family of Daniel Lee,
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Denise and Bill, Dave Ripp, Dewi Immanuel, Donald Belleville,

the family of Donald Lindsay and the family of Nadia Salerno,
Edith Blodgett, Gayle Jaffe, Giovanna Ferretti, John D’ Alessandro,
Joy Honen, the family of Julie Lee, Karin Gustafson,

the family of Kay Bolles, Kerry Ann Precious, Kwai Lin Chan,
Legend Cook, Linda Lydecker, Marissa Gentile,

Mary and Earl Kunstman,

Cathy Gallagher and the family of Mary Rife, Matt M, Norma Nail,
Phillip Liu, Polly Weston, Richard Hurst, Richard Krueger,
Rosemary Johnson, Shannon Ripp, Sienna Garofolo,

Steven Chartier, Steven Chin, Stuart Lubin, Susan Gentry,

the family of Taryn Lee, Vincent Lee and the family of Choy Kwen
Lee. Restore us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers,
energize us for compassionate service and delight us through
worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in building
equitable community where all are valued.

Inspire us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For what else does this community pray, aloud or in your heartse
Silence is kept
The assembly is invited to speak additional prayer concerns aloud

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast
love and faithfulness, especially our sibling in Christ, Mary Jane
Young. Confident in Christ’'s victory over death, may we be
inspired by the example of the faithful.

Know us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your
grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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We bring to God the offering of our entire lives: our time, our talent, and our
possessions, recognizing that they are all gifts from God

+ MEAL ++

OFFERTORY MUSIC Old Irish Blessing

arr. Jennifer Chou

*OFFERTORY HYMN Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand
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This prayer is a pivot from the Word portion of worship,
pointing us toward the Communion Table

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray

together.

od of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry,

promising to fill them with good things.
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Chirist;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us

the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, HOLY, HOLY
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos;

you encircled the globe with air;

you created fire for warmth and light;

you nourish the lands with water.

You molded us in your image,

and with mercy higher than the mountains,

with grace deeper than the seas,

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.

That also we, estranged and dying,
might be adopted to live in your Spirit,
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.

On the night of his arrest,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together as the body of Christ,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Son,
the first-born of your new creation.

We remember his life lived for others,

and his death and resurrection,

which renews the face of the earth.
17



We await his coming,

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom,
all our sins and sorrows will be no more.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate,
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,

whose breath revives us for life,

whose fire rouses us to love.

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,

that we may be a living tree,

sharing your bounty with all the world.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God,

receive our praise and petitions,

as Jesus received the cry of the needy,

and fill us with your blessing,

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love,

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb:

through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish,
a taste of life eternal.

GRACE UPON GRACE

All:
|
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peace________ up - on  peace, giv - en  for you.
Cantor:

1 The Word made flesh dwells among us, full of grace and fruth. R
2. Behold our Savior who frees us from the sin of the world. R

19



COMMUNION
Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all those who trust and

hope in Christ’s presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at
the table.

Bread is offered and placed in the hands of the partaker. A gluten-free wafer
option is available. Wine may be received from the Common Cup (drinking
chalice) or in individual, pre-poured cups. Grape juice is available

in pre-poured cups.

In much the same way we gathered in a different season at the altar rail, the
community gathers in "tables": a semi-circular arrangement in front of the altar
(see the diagram below). If there is a space open, please fill in!

Altar

Stand in semi circle

After everyone in a "table" has communed, the pastor will say the following, after
which you will return to your seats via the outside aisle: "May the body and blood
of our Sovereign and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

God's grace. Amen."

Please return your used glasses to the trays on either side of the sanctuary as you
return to your seat. If you would like to have communion brought to you, please
inform one of the greeters.

COMMUNION MusIC Benedictus Karl Jenkins
COMMUNION HYMN  Creafor Spirit, Heavenly Dove ELW 577
v.1,4,5, 6
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Another pivot point, this prayer takes us from the table and
points us toward the world into which we are about to be sent

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

od of field and flower, wheat and grape,
Gyou have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’'s name.
Amen.

Having had an encounter with the living Christ, we are sent back into the world
not as individuals, but as a powerful collective: The Body of Christ

+ SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF A CALL
A reading from Ecclesiastes:
or everything there is a season and a fime for every matter
Funder heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a tfime to
plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a tfime to Kill,
and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a fime to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time
to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather
stones together... a tfime to seek, and a tfime to lose.
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-6)

Today, Pastor Christephor departs this community to use his gifts in
service to God in a new place and in new ways. Therefore, it is
time to mark the ending of his ministry here at Christ Lutheran
Church. It is a time to look back and a fime to look forward, a
time for joy and a time for sadness.
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It is a time to give thanks and praise to Almighty God for what
Pastor Christephor has given us in our lives together. As he has
been a blessing to us, so we now send him forth to be a blessing
to others.

Blessed be God.

And blessed be God’s holy name.

The Lord makes everything beautiful in its time.
Whatever God does endures forever.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

And forget not all God’s benefits.

A representative of the Council addresses the departing pastor

Pastor Christephor, on May 7, 2023, we called you to be our
pastor; to proclaim God's word, to baptize new members into the
church of Jesus Christ, to announce God'’s forgiveness to us, and
to preside at our celebrations of the Lord’s supper. With the
gospel you have comforted us in times of sickness and trouble,
and at the death of our loved ones. Sharing our joys and sorrows,
you have been important to our life together in the church of
Jesus Christ and in our service to this community, and we thank
you for your ministry among us.

The pastor replies

It has been a privilege and blessing to be called as your

pastor and to work with you in God’s kingdom. | thank each of
you and all of you for welcoming me into your lives and for the
ways in which we have loved and served together. It has been a
blessing to have spent these years with you. And, after prayerful
discernment, | have accepted a new call.

Council member continues
Do you, the people of Christ Lutheran Church, with thanks to God
for the ministry of Pastor Christephor among you, now release him

from service as your pastore
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
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Pastor Christephor, with thanks to God for the members of this
community and for their ministry with you, do you recognize
and accept the completion of your ministry with

Christ Lutheran Churche

| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

The pastor continues

| thank you, the people of Christ Lutheran Church, for the love
and support you have shown me while | ministered among you. |
am grateful for the ministry we have shared, and | ask your
forgiveness for the mistakes that | have made. | carry with me all |
have learned in this place.

We receive your thankfulness and we forgive you. We express our
gratitude for your time among us. We ask your forgiveness for our
mistakes. Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave
with your departure.

| accept your gratitude and forgiveness, and | forgive you, frusting
that our time together and our parting are held in God’'s mercy
and love.

The pastor’s spouse is invited to the front

In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you, Donald, and
made you a member of God’s church. You were welcomed to
Congregation along with Pastor Christephor, supporting him and
the mission we share as the people of God in this place. Here you
have come to know and to share in God's loving purpose for you
and for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, and
God has blessed this community through you. May you continue
to be a blessing to others.
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Let us pray.
racious God, we thank you for the work and witness of
Gyour servants, Pastor Christephor and Donald, who have
enriched this community and brought gladness to friends
and family. Now bless and preserve them at this time of transition.
Day by day, guide them and give them what is needed, friends
and family to cheer their way, and a joyful and blessed transition.
By your Holy Spirit be present in their pilgrimage, that they may
travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus
Christ our Savior.
Amen.

BLESSING

As you leave this place today,

may you have the wisdom to lean on one other.

May you have the courage to hold onto hope,

the compassion to do the good that is yours to do,

and the confidence to trust that God sees you as a blessing.

And may the love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,
God the Son save you, and

God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.

The holy Trinity bless you ++

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever.

Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN

Every Time | Feel the Spirit

Verses are choir only
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2 .. All a - round me looked so fine,
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9 | . Refrain
1] | 1 L
G 3 . 2 = =i ;
\JV X 2 J \\____/J-L
out of his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . .. .. my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.

25



*DISMISSAL
Go in peace and live the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

COMMEMORATIONS

Monday, November 17 | Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society,
died 1231

Born in Hungary, Elizabeth was betrothed to the son of the
Landgrave of Thuringia, and at age four was taken to be raised
with him at the Wartburg Castle. Ten years later they were
married. She was very generous to the poor, and after her
husband's death she lived in cruel hardship until her own death at
age twenty-four.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We, the congregation of Christ Lutheran Church, acknowledge
and honor the Massachusett and Nipmuc Tribes, upon whose
ancestral homelands we gather for worship this morning. We
acknowledge and honor the Praying Indians of Natick who
settled in Natick, built a church near us, became proprietors of
lands in Natick, and were dispossessed of these lands. We honor
all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this
place - this land — and call it their home.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 16, 2025

Nov 16

Nov 17
Nov 18

WEDNESDAY Nov 19

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Nov 20

Nov 21

Nov 22
Nov 23

10:00

11:15
8:00-1:00
10:00 - 12:00
7:00 pm - 8:30
10:00 - 12:00
8:00 - 1:00
10:00-11:00
12:00 - 1:30
7:30 pm - 8:45
7:30 pm - 9:00
8:00-1:00
8:00 pm - 9:30
10:00

11:15

A Service of Thanksgiving and
Farewell
Fellowship Hour

Office Hours

Office Hours
SLAA 12-Step Group: Pentecost

Office Hours

Office Hours

Bible Study: Memorial

CLC Bells: Sanctuary

Clean and Serene: Memorial
CLC Choir: All Saints

Office Hours
SLAA Augustinian Fellowship:
Pentecost

Indigenous Peoples’ Celebration
Fellowship Hour

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, December 24 @ 4:30: Christmas Eve Service
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