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by lisle gwynn garrity

inspired by genesis 33:1-17 (Esau forgives Jacob)
digital painting

Jacob and Esau shared a womb but soon grew to be enemies. Torn apart
first by Jacob’s hunger for status (he buys Esau’s birthright) and then by
Jacob’s deceit (he steals Esau’s inheritance), their relationship is deeply
fractured by money. They become estranged—Iiving in different lands with
different families, cultures, and customs. Jacob steers clear of Esau, fearing
Esau will kill him, until the time comes to leave his father-in-law, Laban, and
return home to Canaan. But to do this, Jacob must pass through Esau’s
territory in Mount Seir. He must come face-to-face with the brother he has
wronged.

In this image, I've imagined the moment they meet—Esau winged with an
army of men, and Jacob bowing, offering up half of his wealth and
household. Esau’s men hover behind him, ready for the signal to charge.
Instead, they watch Esau run to Jacob, embracing him with tears and
warmth. Somehow, over the years, Esau’s rage has softened. He has found
a way to make peace with the past. Esau looks beyond Jacob at his
children and maids—at what Jacob offers to him as reparation for what he
stole. “I have enough, my brother,” Esau replies. Esau has learned what
Jacob struggled to know from the start—that constant striving for more
leads only to suffering.

In this encounter, Jacob finally bows before Esau, owning up to his wrongs
and giving up his power. And yet, after this stunning moment of
reconnection and forgiveness, Jacob journeys away from Esau to Succoth.
They cannot continue side-by-side. Perhaps there are too many wounds,
too much harm done. Forgiveness does not cancel out pain. Restoration
does not erase wounds. Restoration invites us to return what we have
wrongfully taken from others, to return to God's hopes for us. In restoration,
we return to enough.

— lisle gwynn garrity
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"Esau ran to meet Jacob and
embraced him and fell on his
neck and kissed him, and

they wept”
Genesis 33:4

S70RY

RESTORE

REMAGINVE — &3

We extend God's own welcome regardless of race, ethnicity, ability, economic
status, or other human distinction. As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we
offer a particular welcome to all gender identities, gender expressions, sexual

orientations, and we commit to racial equity.

++ GATHERING

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
In worship we tell a story:
A story of an unfettered love that changed the world.
In worship we tell a story:
A story of how we live and how we long to live.
In worship we tell a story:
Because we are forgetful people.
SO may we remember who we are.
May we release the narratives that trap us.
May we reimagine this world to see what God sees.
And may we work toward restoration.
It's all that easy, and it's all that hard.
Let us worship holy God.



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The Pastor will invite the community into a time of embodied prayer to create the
final element for our Mandala Mural that we have been working on for the Our
Money Story Campaign. He will offer this prayer on behalf of the community.

Holy God,
To restore is to bring back;
So today we bring our hearts back to you,
our thoughts back to love,
and our prayers back to peace.
We try to stay in this place, but we confess,
it's never been that easy for us.
We flirt with reconciliation and then back away.
We come face-to-face with an opportunity for justice,
but get scared.
We are offered an opportunity to re-write our story,
but we lose our way.
Bring us back to this moment.
Bring us back to your story where brothers extend
grace to one another
and even the one who denied it was forgiven.
Bring us back. Restore us. Forgive us.
Gratefully we pray,
Amen.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Mary’s Song
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Cantor:

1. Our spirits join with Mary, singing her song of praise to God,
whose name is holy, with arms fully raised.

2. Stories of God's great mercy each generation shares. New
hope for lowly people: we know that our god cares.

3. In Jesus there is promise, helping us on our way. The Spirit always
guides us; we frust what she will say.

*GREETING

The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus
Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Prayer of the Day uses images from the day'’s lessons
fo point us toward the scripture readings

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

God,

We cannot do the work of restoration without your Word.

We cannot do the work of remembering, releasing, or reimagining

without your Word.

We need you like the earth needs rain and a sailboat needs wind.
We come to you in prayer to ask that you breathe new life into us.
Grant us the clarity needed to hear your Word anew.

And as you do, restore us to your breath.

Restore us to your Word.

Restore us to one another.

Gratefully we pray.

Amen.



In the “Word"” section of worship, we hear stories from the full history of our
faith, from ancient Israel, to the time of Jesus

-+ WORD

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE: Genesis 33:1-17

ow Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four
N hundred men with him. So he divided the children among

Leah and Rachel and the two maids. He put the maids
with their children in front, then Leah with her children, and
Rachel and Joseph last of all. He himself went on ahead of them,
bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near his
brother.

But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck
and kissed him, and they wept. When Esau looked up and saw
the women and children, he said, "“Who are these with youe”
Jacob said, "“The children whom God has graciously given your
servant.” Then the maids drew near, they and their children, and
bowed down; Leah likewise and her children drew near and
bowed down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they
bowed down. Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company
that | mete” Jacob answered, “To find favor with my lord.” But
Esau said, “l have enough, my brother; keep what you have for
yourself.” Jacob said, “No, please; if | find favor with you, then
accept my present from my hand, for truly to see your face is like
seeing the face of God, since you have received me with such
favor. Please accept my gift that is brought to you, because God
has dealt graciously with me and because | have everything |
want.” So he urged him, and he took it.

Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and | will go alongside
you.” But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are
frail and that the flocks and herds, which are nursing, are a care
to me, and if they are overdriven for one day, all the flocks will
die.



Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and | will lead on slowly,
according to the pace of the cattle that are before me and
according to the pace of the children, until | come to my lord in
Seir.”

So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of the people who are
with me.” But he said, “Why should my lord be so kind to me?"” So
Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. But Jacob journeyed to
Succoth and built himself a house and made booths for his cattle;
therefore the place is called Succoth.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to her people. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Gospel is read in the midst of the assembly, which is the Body of Christ
The Word is proclaimed, and Christ is present in our midst

*GOSPEL: John 21:1-19
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
ﬁ fter these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples

by the Sea of Tiberias, and he showed himself in this way.
Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called
the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, | am going
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out
and got intfo the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
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Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you
have no fish, have you?"” They answered him, “No.” He said to
them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, "It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and
jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land,
only about a hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with
fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish
that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of
them, and though there were so many, the net was not torn.
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?¢" because they knew it
was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to
them and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time
that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the
dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?¢” He said to
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said fo him,
“Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?¢” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that
| love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the
third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?2” Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?2” And he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very iruly, | tell you,
when you were younger, you used fo fasten your own belt and o
g0 wherever you wished.



But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where
you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death
by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow
me.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION REPRISE
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SERMON

The assembly is seated.

The Hymn of the Day serves as a congregational response to the sermon

*HYMN OF THE DAY You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore  ELW 817

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us confess our faith

We believe in a restoring God,
Who restores our bodies through the gift of Sabbath.
We believe in a restoring God,
Who restores our souls through the gift of grace
and second chances.



We believe in a restoring God,

Who restores this hurting world through the gift of mercy
and God'’s son Jesus Christ.

And we believe in a restoring God who invites us to join
in this restoration work.

As people of faith, we seek to restore creation to God
by feeding the hungry, loving our neighbors,
forgiving seventy times seven, welcoming the children,
seeing all, loving all, and living like we belong to all.

And so we will work until God’s promised day.

This we believe.

Amen.

In the Prayers, we ask God for all that we need, and we encounter
“mercy as wide as the cross”

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence

God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders.
Set all hearts on you from generatfion to generation in anticipation
of Christ’s return. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for
rivers and streams, for all that is made of rock and iron. Renew the
earth’s natural resources and the lands from which they come.
See us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and
pray for those needing support for wounds of any kind. Strengthen
those charged with the governance and protection of vulnerable
populations. Bring an end to war throughout the world.

Sense us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are
always and already here. Nurture and support those who are
unsteady in mind, unsafe in spirit, or unwell in body. Comfort those
who suffer from trauma and exposure to traumatic events. We
pray especially for Cathy Gallagher and the family of Mary Rife,
Adam Tocci, Amy and Tim Killmer, Arvind Raja, Barbara
Fitzpatrick, Betsy Hogberg, Brad Gentry, Camille Conway,

Chui Yuk Lee, Curt Blodgett, the family of Daniel Lee,

Denise and Bill, Dave Ripp and the Eck-Ripp family,

Dewi Immanuel, Donald Belleville, the family of Donald Lindsay
and the family of Nadia Salerno, Edith Blodgett, Gayle Jaffe,
Giovanna Ferretti, John D’ Alessandro, Joy Honen,

the family of Julie Lee, Karin Gustafson, the family of Kay Bolles,
Kerry Ann Precious, Kwai Lin Chan, Legend Cook, Linda Lydecker,
Marissa Gentile, Mary and Earl Kunstman, Mary Jane Young,

Matt M, Norma Nail, Phillip Liu, Polly Weston, Richard Hurst,
Richard Krueger, Rosemary Johnson, Shannon Ripp,

Sienna Garofolo, Steven Chartier, Steven Chin, Stuart Lubin,

Susan Gentry, the family of Taryn Lee, Vincent Lee and the family
of Choy Kwen Lee. Restore us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God who gathers us together, we give thanks for our pastor,
teachers and musicians, administrators, and building caretakers.
May they find joy in leadership as we grow in faith together.
Inspire us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For what else does this community pray, aloud or in your heartse
Silence is kept
The assembly is invited to speak additional prayer concerns aloud

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of the saints, we give thanks for all who have died in faith,
especially Mary Rife. Uplift us as we honor their memory and await
your coming in glory. Know us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your
grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We bring to God the offering of our entire lives: our time, our talent, and our
possessions, recognizing that they are all gifts from God

+ MEAL
OFFERTORY MUSIC

*OFFERTORY HYMN, vv. 1,4 | Am the Bread of Life ELW 485

This prayer is a pivot from the Word portion of worship,
pointing us toward the Communion Table

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together,
Holy God,
There was Eden, and then there was east of Eden;
Which is all to say—this world is not what you intended it to be.
You planted a garden and dreamed of Sabbath—
and it was good.
It was so very good.
However, when we look around today,
we know that we have lost our way.
So today we bring our hearts, minds,
and money back to you in hopes that you will sow good.
This is the work of restoration, for we want to be
a restoration people.
Use these gifts for your hurting world.
Restore us to you, oh God.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING

God is herel

The Spirit is with us!

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to our God!

Let us give thanks to the Holy One and Holy Three.
It is right o give our thanks and praise.

Restoring God,

You have always been in the business of beginning again with us,
of restoration and return.

First you breathed life into dust.

Then you guided brother back to brother after years apart.

You sent prophets when the people lost their way.

You fed the hungry and healed the sick.

You let the little children come to you.

You forgave us from the cross,

And then you returned to remind us of our call.

You have always been in the work of restoration—

Of seeing us, claiming us, loving us, and

inviting us to return to you.

And because of this, with all heaven and earth, we sing with joy:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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God of what was, what is, and what will be,

We know you through the stories of your people,
and it's in those words we remember your promise
and your call.

Words that are too easy to forget.

So, tell us again how you moved over the waters.

Tell us again how you led them with a pillar of fire.

Tell us again of that still small voice,

And then tell us of the prophets.

Tell us of Mary and Joseph and that angel chorus.

Tell us of the blind man, and the leper, and the crowds that you
heard.

Tell us what it was like to walk on water.

Tell us of the little children who ran to you.

Tell us of the justice you preached.

Tell us of the hosannas and the palm branches.

Tell us again of the love that changed the world.

On the night of his arrest,

our Sovereign Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we trust that you are with us in this ordinary meal of
bread and cup,
giving us a glimpse of what restoration looks and feels like.
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For we believe that a restored world will be a world where all are
welcome at the table,

where all are fed and where all belong.

A restored world will be on earth as it is in heaven.

So we lift our voices together in prayer, saying:

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

When we gather around this table,

we release the worldly narrative that only those with status or
wealth deserve to be fed.

When we gather around this table,

we can reimagine what could be—what a world could look like
when all belong.

And so we gather around this table as an act of restoration,

as an act of resistance, as an act of faith.

So, come.

Come with your dreams and your memories.

Come with your full authentic self—scars and all.

Come with your questions, your wonderings, your hopes, and your
prayers.
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Come—not because you have to, but because you can.
Come because this is a moment of restoration,

a moment where everything is holy.

SO, come.

GRACE UPON GRACE

All:
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peace_______ up - on  peace, giv - en  for you.
Cantor:

1 The Word made flesh dwells among us, full of grace and fruth. R
2. Behold our Savior who frees us from the sin of the world. R

COMMUNION

Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all those who trust and
hope in Christ's presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at
the tfable.

Bread is offered and placed in the hands of the partaker. A gluten-free wafer
option is available. Wine may be received from the Common Cup (drinking
chalice) or in individual, pre-poured cups. Grape juice is available

in pre-poured cups.

In much the same way we gathered in a different season at the altar rail, the
community gathers in "fables": a semi-circular arrangement in front of the altar
(see the diagram below). If there is a space open, please fill in!
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Altar

Stand in semi circle

After everyone in a "table" has communed, the pastor will say the following, after
which you will return to your seafs via the outside aisle: "May the body and blood
of our Sovereign and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

God's grace. Amen."

Please return your used glasses to the trays on either side of the sanctuary as you
refurn to your seat. If you would like to have communion brought to you, please
inform one of the greetfers.

COMMUNION MusIC

COMMUNION HYMN Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517

Another pivot point, this prayer takes us from the table and
points us toward the world into which we are about to be sent

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God,

We are not sure what restoration for this world will look like,
But we're pretty sure it'll feel like this—

a meal where all are fed,

a place where all are welcomed,

and a table with a seat saved for each and every one of us.
Remind us of this truth in the coming day, and continue to restore
all of us to you.

Gratefully we pray.

Amen.
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Having had an encounter with the living Christ, we are sent back into the world
not as individuals, but as a powerful collective: The Body of Christ

*+ SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of abundance,

Who wove your body in the depths of the earth and said,
“This is good,”

Who provides for all as any have need

And who sefts the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

*SENDING HYMN Soon and Very Soon ELW 439

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember there is always enough.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

COMMEMORATIONS

Tuesday, November 11 | Martin, Bishop of Tours, died 397

Martin's pagan father enlisted him in the Roman army. Approached by @
beggar, Martin cut his cloak in half and gave part to the man, whom he
later understood as representing Christ. He asked to leave the army, but
was jailed instead. After his release, he became a preacher, and later a
bishop.

Tuesday, November 11 | Seren Aabye Kierkegaard, teacher,

died 1855

Kierkegaard was a Danish theologian whose writings also gave rise to the
modern philosophy of existentialism. He frequently attacked the
complacency of the state church of his day, as well as its desire to be
accepted by polite society rather than be a stumbling block.
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We, the congregation of Christ Lutheran Church, acknowledge and honor
the Massachusett and Nipmuc Tribes, upon whose ancestral homelands we
gather for worship this morning. We acknowledge and honor the Praying
Indians of Natick who settled in Natick, built a church near us, became
proprietors of lands in Natfick, and were dispossessed of these lands. We
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this
place - this land — and call it their home.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 9, 2025

SUNDAY Nov ¢ 10:00 Our Money Story: Restore
11:15 Fellowship Hour
MONDAY Nov 10 8:00-1:00 Office Hours
TUESDAY Nov 11 10:00-12:00 Office Hours
7:00 pm - 8:30 SLAA 12-Step Group: Pentecost
WEDNESDAY Nov 12 10:00-12:00 Office Hours
7:30 pm - 8:30 Prayer Group: Easter
THURSDAY Nov 13 8:00-1:00 Office Hours
10:00-11:00 Bible Study: Memorial
12:00-1:30 CLC Bells: Sanctuary
7:30 pm - 8:45 Clean and Serene: Memorial
7:30 pm - 9:00 CLC Choir: All Saints
FRIDAY Nov 14 8:00 - 1:00 Office Hours
8:00 pm - 9:30 SLAA Augustinian Fellowship:
Pentecost
SATURDAY Nov 15 7:30 pm Silent Movie Night
SUNDAY Nov 16 10:00 Service of Thanksgiving and Farewell
11:15 Fellowship Hour

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 15: Silent Movie Night

November 16: Service of Thanksgiving and Farewell
19



CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Christephor Gilbert, Pastor
Kim Petot, Director of Music

Today’s Worship Leaders:

Assisting Minister Carol Virshbo
Communion Assistant Audrey Colon
Reader David Ripp
Cantor John Whitlock
Guest Organist Marnen Laibow-Koser
Altar Guild Phil Roberts and Hannele Saramo-Raja
Greeters Mary Avalos and Sandy Smith
Tellers Ellen Zagajeski and John Whitlock
Broadcast Team Rolf Larson and Alan Avalos
Fellowship Hosts Robin & Richard Hurst and Juliet Seaberg
LEADERS OF THE CONGREGATION CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Mary Avalos and Robin Hurst, Family Promise Celeste Larson (2026), President
Lisa Chan, Card Ministry and Visitation Beth Castro (2027), Vice President
Sophia Chan, Assistant Treasurer Sandy Smith (2027), Secretary
Cathy Gallagher, Altar Guild Hilding Hedberg (2028)
George Hall, Stewardship Beverly Pavasaris (2028)
Celeste Larson, Social Justice Robert Rockwood (2028)
Russell Pollard, Mutual Ministry Juliet Seaberg (2028)
David Ripp, Endowment Comlanvi Agbodijinou (2027)
Phil Roberts, Worship, Music, Elinor Holm (2027)
and the Visual Arts Audrey Colson (2026)
Carol Virshbo, Fellowship Hour Martha Cronin (2026)
John Whitlock, Finance and Property Carol Virshbo (2026)

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Celeste Larson, President
Beth Castro, Vice President
Cathy Gallagher, Treasurer
Sandy Smith, Secretary
Frank Miller, Financial Secretary
The Rev. Christephor Gilbert, Pastor

Sources & Acknowledgements - Expansive Language Liturgy: Sighs too Deep for Words, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, All
Creation Sings, This Far by Faith, NW Synod of Wisconsin, Rev. A.J. Houseman, Rev. Karen Behling

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23808. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Music Copyright and License

Agreements through Onelicense A-730815. Bulletin content from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved.

Christ Lutheran Church
113 Union Street
Natick, MA 01760-6073




	☩ Gathering ☩
	*Gospel:  John 21:1-19
	The holy gospel according to John.
	Glory to you, O Lord.
	The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.


