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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE

We extend God'’s own welcome regardless of race, ethnicity,
ability, economic status, or other human distinction. As a HYMNS
Reconciling in Christ congregation, we offer a particular ELW 314
welcome to all gender identities, gender expressions, sexual ELW 845
orientations, and we commit to racial equity. ELW 866
ELW 833

+ GATHERING

Parts of our liturgy and some hymns today include both Spanish and English
words. Worshippers are welcome to praise God in whichever language
is most comfortable for them.

PRELUDE Oh, for a Thousand Tongues fo Sing John Carter

WELCOME

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
+ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with
God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.

Water is poured into the font



We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in
your image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In the
desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you
gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you
sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you
washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you
shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in
this font, and for all water everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst,
and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living
water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Comel! ELW 314

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



*GLORIA
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iA-le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

All

jA-le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

Choir

jA-le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

All

A -le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

jA-le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-1ia! A - men!

jA-le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!
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iA-le-1lu-yal (A - mén!
A - men!

Al -1le - lu - ia!

2 Glory to God,
glory to God,
glory to Christ Jesus!

3 Glory to God,
glory to God,
glory to the Spirit!
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mén!
men!

2 ;Gloria a Dios,
gloria a Dios,
gloria a Jesucristo!

3 jGloria a Dios,
gloria a Dios,
gloria al Espiritu!



The Prayer of the Day uses images from the day'’s lessons
fo point us toward the scripture readings

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
oly God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold
H us forever, that through your grace we may worship you
and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Savior. Amen.

In the “Word” section of worship, we hear stories from the full history of our
faith, from ancient Israel, to the time of Jesus

-+ WORD

READING FROM THE FIRST TESTAMENT: [saiah 49:1-7

isten to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from

Lfor away! The LORD called me before | was born; while | was

in my mother's womb he named me. He made my mouth
like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made
me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to
me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom | will be glorified.” But |
said, “l have labored in vain; | have spent my strength for nothing
and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD and my reward
with my God.”

And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his
servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be
gathered to him, for | am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my
God has become my strength—he says, “It is too light a thing that
you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to
restore the survivors of Israel; | will give you as a light to the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”



Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to
one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate
themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of
Israel, who has chosen you.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psatm: 40:1-11
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| waited patiently up- | on the LORD,
who stooped to me and | heard my cry.
The LORD lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the | miry clay,
and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my | footing sure.
The LORD put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise | to our God;
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust | in
the LORD.
Happy are they who trust | in the LORD!
They do not turn to enemies or to those who | follow lies. R
Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God! In your
plans for us, none can be com- | pared with you!
Oh, that | could make them known and tell them! But they
are more than | | can count.
Sacrifice and offering you do | not desire;
you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you
have | not required. R
And so | said, "Here | | am; | come.
In the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me:
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‘I love to do your will, | O my God;
your law is | deep within me.””

| proclaimed righteousness in the | great assembly;
| have not restrained my lips, O | LORD, you know.

| have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; | have spoken
of your faithfulness and | your deliverance;
| have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from
the | great assembly.

You are the LORD; do not withhold your compas- | sion from me;
may your steadfast love and your fruth continually | keep me
safe. R

READING FROM THE EPISTLES: T CORINTHIANS 1:1-9
aul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of
God, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, fogether with all
those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you
have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you so that you are not lacking in any Qift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Chirist.
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He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by
whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Aleluya, Aleluya
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The Gospel is read in the midst of the assembly, which is the Body of Christ
The Word is proclaimed, and Christ is present in our midst

*GOSPEL: John 1:29-42
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
ohn the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared,
J “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world! This is he of whom | said, ‘After me comes a man who
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ | myself did not
know him, but | came baptizing with water for this reason, that he
might be revealed to Israel.”



And John testified, "l saw the Spirit descending from heaven like @
dove, and it remained on him. | myself did not know him, but the
one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom
you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have seen and have testified
that this is the Chosen One.”

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples,
and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is
the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he
said to them, “*What are you looking for2"” They said to him,
“YRabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you
staying?¢"” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw
where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It
was about four o’'clock in the afternoon.

One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah™ (which is
translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at
him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called
Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
* ACCLAMATION REPRISE (see p. 7)

SERMON

The assembly is seated

*HYMN OF THE DAY Voices Raised to You ELW 845



*PROFESSION OF FAITH
In response to the Gospel, let us confess our faith using the words
of the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

In the Prayers, we ask God for all that we need, and we encounter
“mercy as wide as the cross”

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the
earth, our home.

A brief silence

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip
your people to work together for justice and peace, following the
example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth
we remember this week. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild
places, endangered species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to
the aid of those affected by natural disasters.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up
prophets who speak truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and
those in authority to advocate for people in need.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, you liftf up those who are bowed down by trouble,
oppression, or iliness. Bring an end to social injustice and inequities
of every kind, so that all people may have abundant life. We pray
especially for, Adam Tocci, Amy and Tim Killmer, Arvind Ragja,
Barbara Fitzpatrick, Betsy Hogberg, Brad Genftry, Brigitte Chisholm,
Camille Conway, Chui Yuk Lee, Curt Blodgett and the family of
Edie Blodgett, Debbie and Rick, Denise and Bill, Dewi Immanuel,
Donald Belleville and Pastor Christephor, Elizabeth, Edie Lohr,
Gayle Jaffe, Giovanna Ferretti, John Avalos, Joy Honen,

Karin Gustafson, the family of Kay Bolles, Kwai Lin Chan,

Legend Cook, Linda Lydecker, Marissa Gentile,

Mary and Earl Kunstman, Lisa, Dave, and the family of Mary Jane
Young, Cathy Gallagher and the family of Mary Rife, Matt M,
Norma Nail, Phillip Liu, Polly Weston, Richard Hurst and the Hurst
and Tozer families, Rosemary Johnson, the family of Seu Fon Lee,
Shannon Ripp, Sienna Garofolo, Steven Chartier, Steven Chin,
Stuart Lubin, Susan Gentry, and Yannick Arnault.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us
mindful of our mission and guide our ministries in this community.
Kindle in us a desire to help one another.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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For what else does this community pray, aloud or in your heartse
Silence is kept

The assembly is invited to speak additional prayer concerns aloud

God of mercy, hear our prayer.

Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember
with gratitude the faithful departed who now rest in you.
Strengthen us to the end, that we may see you face to face.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness
made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We bring to God the offering of our entire lives: our time, our talent, and our
possessions, recognizing that they are all gifts from God

+ MEAL
OFFERTORY MUSIC We Are Marching in the Light of God  John Carter

“Now is the time fo make real the promise of democracy. Now is the
fime to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the
sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time fto lift our nation from the
quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is
the time fo make justice a reality to all of God's children. We cannot
walk alone. As we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall
always march ahead. We cannoft turn back. No, no, we are not
satisfied and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters,
and righteousness like a mighty stream.”

Excerpts from | Have a Dream by Martin Luther King, Jr.
© Copyright 1963 by Martin Luther King, Jr.

11



*OFFERTORY HYMN We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW 866

This prayer is a pivot from the Word portion of worship,
pointing us toward the Communion Table

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.

oly God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
H the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts

toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Sovereign and Savior. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water furned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars; beneath the seq;

within each cell; with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:

through the water; by night and day;

across the wilderness; out of exile; intfo the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was arrested,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all fo drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us
on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world.
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Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church,
without end. Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.
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Da - nos tu paz. A - mén.

Grant us your peace. A - men.

COMMUNION

Christ Lutheran Church practices Eucharistic hospitality; all those who trust and hope in
Christ’s presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at the table.

Bread is offered and placed in the hands of the partaker. A gluten-free wafer option is
available. Wine may be received from the Common Cup (drinking chalice) orin

individual, pre-poured cups. Grape juice is available
in pre-poured cups.

In much the same way we gathered in a different season at the altar rail, the
community gathers in "tables": a semi-circular arrangement in front of the altar (see the

diagram below). If there is a space open, please fill in!

After everyone in a "table" has communed, the pastor will say
the following, after which you will return to your seatfs via the
outside aisle: "May the body and blood of our Sovereign and

Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God's grace. Amen."

Please return your used glasses to the trays on either side of
the sanctuary as you return to your seat. If you would like to
have communion brought to you, please inform one of the
greeters.

COMMUNION MusIC My Heart Is Longing
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COMMUNION HYMN Oh, That | Had a Thousand Voices ELW 833

Another pivot point, this prayer takes us from the table and
points us toward the world info which we are about fo be sent

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into

your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed

us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us
to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing
spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our
Sovereign. Amen.

Having had an encounter with the living Christ, we are sent back into the world
not as individuals, but as a powerful collective: The Body of Christ

++ SENDING +

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

The holy Three, the holy One

increase your hope, strengthen your faith,
deepen your love, and + grant you peace.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN Liftf Every Voice and Sing ELW 841
*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.
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You are invited to close your eyes and think back to something you heard or saw
this morning in the service or that stands out in your mind from another service.
Find that little thing that the holy spirit helped you experience in this place and

fuck it in your pocket for when the road is not as clear and you're looking for God

and wanting God to be there.

POSTLUDE | Wish | Knew How It Felt to Be Free Billy Taylor

COMMEMORATIONS

Sunday, January 18 | Confession of Peter

Today the church remembers the apostle Peter's great acknowledgement
of Jesus as "the Christ, the Son of the living God." This festival serves as a
fitting beginning to the week in which we particularly pray that all Christians
might be united in faith and witness.

Monday, January 19 | Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156

When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to invade Finland for the purpose of
converting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is
recognized as the patron saint of Finland.

Wednesday, January 21 | Agnes, martyr, died around 304

Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her
martyrdom are not clear, but she gave witness to her faith and was put to
death as a result, most likely by the sword. The church has honored her as
one of the chief martyrs of her time.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We, the congregation of Christ Lutheran Church, acknowledge and honor
the Massachusett and Nipmuc Tribes, upon whose ancestral homelands we
gather for worship this morning. We acknowledge and honor the Praying
Indians of Natick who settled in Natick, built a church near us, became
proprietors of lands in Natick, and were dispossessed of these lands. We
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this
place - this land — and call it their home.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 18, 2026

Jan 18

Jan 19
Jan 20

Jan 21
Jan 22

Jan 23

Jan 24
Jan 25

10:00
11:15
11:30

7:30 (Zoom)

8:00 - 1:00

10:00 — 12:00
7:00 pm - 8:30

10:00 - 12:00

8:00-1:00
12:30

7:30

7:30 pm - 8:45

8:00 - 1:00
8:00 pm - 92:30

4:00

10:00
11:15
11:30

The Baptism of Our Lord

Fellowship Hour

Meeting to discuss Pr. Christephor’s Exit
Interview Summary

Meeting to discuss Pr. Christephor’s Exit
Interview Summary

Office Hours

Office Hours
SLAA 12-Step Group: Pentecost

Office Hours

Office Hours

Bell Choir rehearsal

CLC Singers rehearsal

Clean and Serene: Memorial

Office Hours
SLAA Augustinian Fellowship: Pentecost

Bell Choir rehearsal

Epiphany llI
Fellowship Hour
Visitation Team meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday, January 19: Office Closed — MLK Day

Tuesday, January 20: Reports due for Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 25 @ 11:30: Visitation Team Meeting

Tuesday, January 27: Council Meeting

January 30: Calumet Weekend

Saturday, February 7 @ 7 pm: Game Night

Sunday, February 8: Semi-Annual Meeting
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Elyse Nelson Winger, Guest Presider
Kim Petot, Director of Music

Today’s Worship Leaders:

Assisting Minister Celeste Larson
Communion Assistant Lisa Chan
Reader Beth Castro
Musicians CLC Singers, Ross Petot
Altar Guild Dorothy Nail and Phil Roberts
Greeters Robin Hurst and Sandy Smith
Tellers George Hall and Hilding Hedberg
Broadcast Team Peter Miller and Phil Roberts
Fellowship Hosts Lisa Eck & Dave Ripp and Deb Bianco
LEADERS OF THE CONGREGATION CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Mary Avalos and Robin Hurst, Family Promise Celeste Larson (2026), President
Lisa Chan, Card Ministry and Visitation Beth Castro (2027), Vice President
Sophia Chan, Assistant Treasurer Sandy Smith (2027), Secretary
Cathy Gallagher, Altar Guild Hilding Hedberg (2028)
George Hall, Stewardship Beverly Pavasaris (2028)
Celeste Larson, Social Justice Robert Rockwood (2028)
Russell Pollard, Mutual Ministry Juliet Seaberg (2028)
David Ripp, Endowment Comlanvi Agbodjinou (2027)
Phil Roberts, Worship, Music, Elinor Holm (2027)
and the Visual Arts Audrey Colson (2026)
Carol Virshbo, Fellowship Hour Martha Cronin (2026)
John Whitlock, Finance and Property Carol Virshbo (2026)

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Celeste Larson, President
Beth Castro, Vice President
Cathy Gallagher, Treasurer
Sandy Smith, Secretary
Frank Miller, Financial Secretary
Our congregation is currently in the fransition process and will be calling a new pastor.

We request your prayers for us.
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